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Volunteers

From EBG Volunteer —-Heyward Evans
“In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” Eph 1:5-6.

The love that we have been shown by God in salvation is a wonderful picture of adoption. God has called us into His
forever family by no merit of our own but by His love and kindness alone. When Embraced by Grace came into exis-
tence, | thought of this verse and not the traditional thought of adoption. The reason being is because there are many
skewed views on what adoption is. As a child | was taught what the true meaning of adoption is when my family
adopted my younger brother. 24 years ago my parents adopted my brother Jamaul and | can still remember the smile
on his face when we brought him into our home for the first time. He knew for perhaps the first time in his life he was
loved unconditionally. Knowing what | know now about the sovereignty of God, Ephesians 1 applies so much in my
experience with adoption. | do not speak of my brother as my adopted brother, but | consider him my true brother in
which | would do anything for.

Embraced by Grace is one of the most precious and God honoring ministries | have ever been a part of because of the
opportunities they present children like my brother to find a Christian home. | find great joy when volunteering for
matching events, concerts, etc without needing any thanks or accolades in return. To invest in the lives of young peo-
ple and more importantly present to them the truth of God’s Word is, in my opinion is what we have been called to do.
We have been commanded to love one another because He first loved us and cared for us, and as earlier stated,
adopted us as sons through Jesus Christ. | would ask anyone who reads this to please support the work of Embraced
by Grace either financially, by volunteering your time, by prayer, or by adopting. There are many children in foster care
who need a home and more importantly need Christ.
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i Prince, Haiti's capital. An estimated three million people were affected by the quake and an esti-

* On January 12, 2010 a catastrophic earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 hit Haiti near Port-au-

mated 230,000 people died. 300,000 were injured and 1,000,000,000 made homeless. Before the
e quake, Haiti had an alarming number of orphans, and now the situation is even more staggering.

Embraced by Grace was prepared and waiting to receive and care for orphans that would come to
central Florida. When we received word that there was a need to provide host homes for Haitian
Orphans, we were amazed at the response and within hours we had six families ready to help. Our
office also became a drop spot for donations. Clothes, shoes, supplies, etc. were flooding our
agency. However willing and ready we were, the orphans did not come to central Florida.

What were we going to do with all of these donations? We contacted Harvest International out of

Ocala. They have missionaries on the ground in Haiti and were able to give us advice. Danny Thomas of Harvest Inter-
national told us of their plans to build an orphanage in Port-au-Prince specifically for orphans who have lost limbs in the
earthquake. That facility has been built and we are making arrangements to ship the donations down.

A local troop from American Heritage Girls came to prepare these clothes to be shipped. The clothes had to be sorted,
washed, dried and folded. The troops efforts was organized by Laura Ogrodnik. Below is an article written by one of

the Heritage Girl volunteers.

Four American Heritage Girls and their leaders from troop # 0714 were headed to
the Blue Ribbon Laundromat, excited and ready to go to work. Why? Don't they
have a washer and dryer of their own? Yes, but they weren't there to wash their
own clothes. They were there to volunteer for “Embraced by Grace,” an adoption
agency dedicated to helping children in need. Whose clothes then? Well, they
were clothes donated from all over, about 13 overflowing loads of laundry for
children in Haitian orphanages who have lost limbs because of the earthquake.

The nice laundry attendant’s name was Debbie Hamilton. She showed them how
to fold shirts and pants just like you see them in stores. “Now when | see a shirt in
a store | can un-fold it and fold it back instead of leaving big ugly piles of material
that are suppose to be clothes,” Sydney said happily.

They all hoped that the clothes that they washed, dried, and folded would bless
the children in Haiti. “It was a lot of work,” said Rachel. "But we all think about
how the child’s face will look when they see the clothes. In fact, the children might
get so excited they will just un-fold the clothes with out a second thought of all the
folding we did, but that doesn’t matter. | was happy to help.”

EBG Thanks the Heritage Girls from troop #714 aedders Mrs. Ogrodnik and Mrs. Burton for Voluntegri

From the EBG Mailbox
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Volunteer of the Year 2010

Heyward Evans

It is a privilege to honor one of our volunteers every year by presenting
them with the Volunteer of the Year award. This year the honor goes to
Heyward Evans. From the very beginning Heyward has supported and
encouraged the efforts of Embraced by Grace. This year in particular
Heyward went above and beyond! Congratulations Heyward!

Home Study Agency

Interested in becoming a volunteer in 20117 You can request an application
by email (ebgnewsletter@gmail.com) or call the office @ 386.615.9767

Hello David Wooten,

Congratulations on the international adoption accreditation.
This was a big step. | know a great deal of hard work and
prayer went into this accreditation. The fact that EBG con-
tinually works for God's glory, there is no doubt future |
blessing will continue to pour in. It's an honor to be a small
part of EBG, Marisa and | look forward to continue helping
out in any way possible.

Be blessed-, | FO;JJ;[;ED
Joseph Rains HAGUE ACCREDITED
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EBG's Lending Library
Featured Book: Thriving as an Adoptive Family
Real Life Solutions to Common Challenges
By: David and Renee Sanford

EmMBRACED

/"/a?e
is an adoption

and home study agency created for the
sole purpose of glorifying God. Our focus
is to show compassion to the children Packed with practical advice and ideas for families with an
who need homes and place them in a adopted child, this parenting handbook is unique in that it provides
Cleles el Gl REWVILCRINERIRINIEURELNESEY reg)-life solutions to common challenges. Bible-based and com-
truth, life and family. prehensive, this Focus on the Family resource addresses the special
Affordability: We seek to make adoption challenges of adopted children and their parents from birth

as affordable as possible to qualified through adulthood. Paperback.

parents ] ) )
For information on how to borrow this book or other s from EBG,

% please call 386-615-9767 Office hours Mon-Fri 9am-5 pm
) o~ A\ /D




Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Daytona Beach, Fl
Permit No. 6
447 South Nova Road
Ormond Beach, FL 32174 OR CURRENT RESIDENT
Volume 4, Issue 2 February, 2011

Robert Picerne
Founder and Executive
Director

February
17— Pastors’ Luncheon
18- Encouragement Night

22— Experiencing EBG 7-8pm Gwyn Picerne

Founder and President

A Special Thank you to all of our Volunteers
David Wooten
Director of Operations and
Development

Embraced By Grace, Inc. is an adoption and home study agency dedicated to
the glory of God, the proclamation of Christ, and the promotion of family through
the adoption process. We seek to partner with biblical churches in order to
cultivate awareness of the scriptural focus and need for adoption, assist families
in need, and provide adoption services. We are devoted to the ministry of
placing adoptable children into permanent godly, Christian homes.

Amber Marshall
Director of Social Services

Cathy Fish
Association Executive/

Birth Parent Liaison

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. Off Fﬁtgﬂ
God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but ice Administrator

the rebellious dwell in a parched land. Deirdre Gaetano

Administrator Assistant

CH22858- A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND RANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-726 WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STHE.
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