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@bgrt of Embraced by Grace’s mission statement is “to partner with Biblical churches in order to
cultivate awareness of the scriptural focus and need for adoption.” To this end EBG has been
intentional in building relationships with pastors and churches. Much of this responsibility falls
primarily to Executive Director Bob Picerne and Director of Operations and Development David
Wooten; however, all of the agency’s staff is involved in church relations and building awareness.

In addition to meeting with pastors individually, EBG hosts pastors’ luncheons where a group of
pastors are provided lunch, a free book, and adoption ministry resources while being informed of
the needs of adoption, foster and orphan care in their community. Our staff is frequently in
churches to present the work of our agency inviting people to get involved by adopting, praying
and supporting EBG. David often has the opportunity to preach at churches or speak at conferences
and events on the doctrine of adoption or the biblical mandate to care for orphans. You can also
find us with a display at various conferences, concerts and events.

We are committed to help congregations form and launch adoption and orphan care ministries in
their church and community. Through networking with local churches, Embraced by Grace is
building partnerships to care for birthmothers, serve children in foster care and address the
global orphan crisis. By keeping congregations informed of current policy issues, Embraced by
Grace is able to mobilize Christians to advocate for legislation that will affect families, children
and the foster care system.

Through strategic partnerships with churches, EBG can provide resources and events for
churches who desire to reach out to the fatherless. Likewise, we encourage churches to partner
with us through their financial support of EBG through their missions, benevolence or community
outreach budgets. We are grateful for churches who are leading the way in caring for the orphans
in their distress (James 1:27).

If your church would like to discuss how our agency can help you impact orphans in your community
and around the world, give us a call. We would be happy to dream with you about what God may
be calling your church to do and assist you as you care for vulnerable children. In future issues of
this newsletter we will feature some of the churches we are partnering with in the work of adoption
and orphan care. You can also call our office to find out how you can sponsor and upcoming pastor’s
lunch. Dames 1:27

Religion that is pure and undefiiled befove CGod, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
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EBG’S LENDING LIBRARY
_CALCL)ED Fea.ltu.red Bool_«: Called to Adoption
ADoTpTlow A Christian's Guide to Answering the Call

by adoption expert: Mardie Caldwell

In her new book, adoption expert Mardie Caldwell
shares her personal experience of adoption and pro-
vides help for those interested in creating their own
M adoption story. More and more Christians across the
country are learning more about the call to care for
orphans. There are all types of adoption today. Learn more about
being Called to Adoption.
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One of our Families— The McKeowns ;. A shazsihat

For information on how to borrow this book or others from EBG,
please call 386-615-9767 Office hours Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Thank you to Joshua and Julie McKeown for sharing their testimony at May’s Encouragement Night. Josh and Julie
adopted Anna Grace through Embraced by Grace in July 2010. Josh was diagnosed with leukemia on November 3,
2010. Josh, Julie, and their four children have seen Jehovah Jireh provide all their needs, and pour out His grace to
comfort their hearts and strengthen their faith. Looking back, Josh and his family see God’s providence at work in their
lives to bring them to this trial and prepare them to look to Christ alone. One month prior to his diagnosis, Josh signed
up for a medical insurance plan. He had not had medical coverage for several years. In addition, he has been selected
to participate in a medical study testing the chemotherapy medication necessary to treat his type of leukemia. Conse-
quently, his medication is at no cost to him. His treatment would normally be $9,000 each month. God'’s financial provi-
sion has come in unpredictable ways, also. Their son, Caleb, 11, designed a work of art for his dad’s door in the hospi-
tal. He drew a picture and wrote, “Please pray for my Dad.” After many compliments from the hospital nurses, Caleb
decided to sell it on e-bay and raised $500. Because of the side effects from the chemotherapy, Josh has been forced
to take a leave of absence from his job as a high school Bible teacher at a local Christian school. While he misses his
students and his income, Josh is very thankful for his time at home with Julie and Anna Grace. Josh communicated
that having cancer has made him a better husband, father, and Christian. He exhorted the 30 attendees to not wait un-
til diagnosed with cancer before becoming the Christians God has called us to be according to His Word.

Josh has clung to John 16:33, “| have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.” Our peace comes from fellowship with Christ. Jesus
spoke these words to His disciples moments before His arrest, betrayal, and crucifixion. The disciples were facing their
most difficult hardship and testing of their faith with the death of their Lord Jesus. Yet, Christ encouraged them to have
peace and take heart, because He has overcome the world.

i 1At this time, there is no cure for Josh’s cancer. He is a patient of a world renowned on-
. E ~ cologist who is aggressively seeking a cure. This method has been successful for pa-
tients in treating the cancer, however over time some have developed a tolerance to the
medication, and it must be modified to continue to fight the disease. Please pray for heal-
ing and full restoration for Josh. God is the great physician, and can heal all disease.
Above all else, Josh and Julie McKeown desire to glorify God and bring honor and praise
to His great Name. They are continuing to trust and rest in God’s providence in their lives,
knowing that He is a loving Father who accomplishes only what is good for His children.

Their testimony was an encouragement and blessing to us all.
Josh is completing a book entitled, The Gift of Cancer. You may also follow this family on

Facebook. If you are interested in writing a letter of encouragement or giving financially to
provide for this family’s many medical bills and living expenses, please address the enve-
lopes to Embraced by Grace, 447 South Nova Road, Ormond Beach, FL 32174, and it

will be forwarded to the McKeown family. Checks can be written out to the McKeown family.
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“We gather not because we are rescuers but because we have been rescued, not because we want to champion adop-
tion, but because we have been adopted...” | was able to spend a few days of May in Louisville, Kentucky for the
Christian Alliance for Orphans Summit VIl. What an encouraging time as leaders, advocates, pastors, and adoptive
couples gathered to learn from each other and praise God for all He is doing through His church for the orphan! My
eyes were opened to the variety of ministries working locally and internationally, from those advocating in our govern-
ment or creatively supporting adoptive families in our churches to those bringing beds to abandoned children or invest-
ing in self-sustaining businesses in African villages. We heard stories from the growing Twietmeyer and Elliss families
that reminded me of the family of EBG’s founders. | learned about walking with children who have come from hard
places and how to encourage families to have open and ongoing conversations with their adopted children about race,
adoption and identity. There was a common theme throughout the week of intentionally doing ministry through the lo-

cal church, to decrease “me
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As a board member for Embraced By
Grace, | have the honor and privilege of
jointly overseeing the activities of the or-
ganization. These responsibilities involve
helping to establish broad policies and
objectives, supporting our chief execu-
tive, Bob Picerne, and reviewing and ap-
proving annual budgets. Those on the
board have the blessing of sharing in the vision of assist-
ing families in their dream of adoption.

Since being an EBG board member, | have witnessed
numerous accounts of the blessing of placing a child in
God—fearing homes. | have seen God move in the hearts
of His people to embrace and love a child who needs a
family. I've witnessed this beginning with a single family;
grow to multiple families within our church, then into our
community, progressing nationally and now internation-
ally as we have become approved by Hague Accredita-
tion. This agency has been used as a tool for the hand of
our mighty God to display His mercy and grace in the
lives of so many children and families and it continues to
be a privilege to participate in that.

” and increase Christ. May we continue to see God stir a gospel-fueled love for the orphan
in our churches and communities in Florida and around the globe! b

y: Keak Hleinsch

Fathers Who Give Hope ]

The Goal of Biblical Fathers

Andrew Bonar, the 19th century Scottish pastor, said concerning
the teaching of children, "We tell them, "You are sinners, exposed
to God's wrath and curse, and you cannot save yourselves;
but God's own Son can save you, by Himself bearing that
wrath and curse." In other words you teach a child to despair
of all self-confidence and direct his desire for confidence to
the grace of God. The goal of biblical fathers is to have children
who say with Psalm 60:11-12:

O grant us help against the foe, for vain is the help of man!
With God we shall do valiantly; it is he who will tread down our
foes.

A good father will ponder: How can | be like my own heavenly
Father? How can | banish self-reliance from the heart of my
children and fill them with confidence and courage and zeal
and boldness that are rooted in the grace and power of God
and not in themselves? How can | be the kind of father whose
children do not lose heart or become spiritless or listless or
sullen or discouraged, but are filled with hope in God and hap-
piness in God and confidence in God and courage to attempt
great things for the glory of God?

Excerpt from Fathers Who Give Hope, By John Piper. © Desiring
God. Website: desiringGod.org
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Upcoming Events STAFF

Robert Picerne
Founder and Executive

June 3- Orientation 9am-12noon * Director
June 17-19 EBG at Summit Church, FT Gwvn Picerne

’ " ) ] " Myers Founder and President
- - - . - June 19— Father’s Day

June 21— Experiencing EBG* ~ David Wooten
*RSVP Director of Operations and

Development

Amber Marshall
Director of Social Services

Cathy Fish
Association Executive/
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Mission Statement

Embraced By Grace, Inc. is an adoption and home study agency dedicated to
the glory of God, the proclamation of Christ, and the promotion of family through

the_adoption process. We sgek to partner with biblical chu_rches i_n orde_r_ to Birth Parent Liaison

cultivate awareness of the scriptural focus and need for adoption, assist families

in need, and provide adoption services. We are devoted to the ministry of Pepper Wooten

placing adoptable children into permanent godly, Christian homes. Adoption Specialist
Patti Parks

Isaiah 1:17

Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.

Office Administrator

Deirdre Gaetano
Administrator Assistant

www.embracedbygrace.org Leah Heinsch
CH22858- A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF Internatlonal Adoptlon
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7452) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY Coordinator

ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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