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Recently Cathy Fish answered some 
questions during an interview about 
her position as Birthmother Liaison at 
Embraced by Grace. Cathy serves all 
the birthmothers that come through 
the agency from the initial interview 
until six weeks after adoption place-
ment. Actually, Cathy keeps up with 
each of the women long after those 
six weeks. For Cathy, working with 
these women is more then a job, it is a 
ministry and opportunity to share 
Christ. No matter what their circum-
stances may be, Cathy supports 
them through their adoption journey.  
  

How long have you been working as 
a Birthmother Liaison at Embraced 
by Grace? Since 2007 
  

Do you remember the first birth-
mother you ever worked with? 
What was that like for you?  Oh yes! 
What a precious young lady! She 
amazed me. I was nervous. I thought, 
“What am I going to say? Do I look 
professional? What if she has a 
question I cannot answer?” There 
was so much going through my mind. 
I prayed, “Lord please give me a heart 
of love for this precious young lady 
that is seeking to choose adoption for 
the baby that you have placed in her 
womb. Lord, please calm my nerves 
and give me the words to say.”  

When I arrived at her home all 
the nervousness was gone. Praise the 

Lord! She was beautiful and had support 
from her family. In the hospital she 
was so precious. I can remember it 
like it was yesterday. She kept asking 
if the adoptive parents were there. 
This birthmother was overjoyed for the 
adoptive parents. After the baby was 
born, I remember standing in the hall-
way praying, “Lord give me strength. It 
was a very emotional experience, and 
I wanted to see her because she was 
in recovery alone. The baby was in 
the nursery with the adoptive parents, 
so I knew the baby was doing well. My 
heart just wanted to see the birth-
mother to see if she was alright. When 
I was allowed back to see her, she 
looked beautiful and was happy. She 
was able to see her baby after the 
birth. The day that the birthmother was 
getting discharged was very emotional 
for me. This adoption was a precious 
experience. I give the Lord all the 
glory. 
  
What have you learned about birth-
mothers in your experience?  Birth-
mothers who choose adoption for their 
baby amaze me every time. I have 
learned that it is not easy for a woman  
after carrying a baby in her womb for 
nine months to then hand this precious 
gift of love over to another loving couple 
to parent. These women who do this 
are willing to sacrifice, to give their gift 
of love to a forever family. I have 

learned that not all birthmothers are 
single. Birthmothers who choose 
adoption are mothers who love their 
child and want what is best for them. I 
have seen true selflessness in these 
women. 
  

What do you think are the biggest 
misconceptions people have in 
general about birthmothers? The 
love these women have for their child. 
A woman who chooses life for their 
baby loves their baby. These amazing 
women don’t give their baby away. 
They have chosen to place their child 
in a home that can give them much 
more than love. They can give the 
baby what that birthmother can’t and 
also give the blessing for someone to 
become a parent. Take a moment and 
think about a woman who the Lord 
has placed a baby in her womb by 
rape, out of wedlock, teenage pregnancy, 
homelessness and other very difficult 
circumstances. Praise the Lord that 
women who find themselves in these 
circumstances choose life for their 
baby through adoption. 
 

What do you think are the pros and 
cons of an open adoption for both 
the birthmothers and the adoptive 
family?  The pro’s are that the child can 
keep in contact with birthparents and 
siblings throughout the years through 
letters and updates and sometimes 
visits. They have more information   
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about their birthparents health history 
and adoptive parents can share Christ 
with birthparents through the years. 
Open adoptions and yearly visits help 
confirm the decision made by the birth-
mother. The cons would be if either 
side did not keep the commitment to 
an established open adoption it would 
be emotional. A pro and con is the 
emotional love for each other and the  
children 
  

What is the most memorable and 
encouraging experience you would 
want to share with our readers?  Oh 
my goodness, every birthmother/
birthfather has a special story in my 
heart. But I will share one:  There was 
a couple that got pregnant and went to 
the abortion clinic. They did not go 
through with the abortion--all praises 
to the Lord. This precious couple decided 
to go through the adoption process 
with EBG. She chose a precious family 
that lost their baby. I remember after 
the birthmother interviewed the family 
she mentioned to me that she had 
never talked like that to someone that 
she didn’t know. The interview went 
on for almost an hour and a half. It 
was amazing how this adoptive family 
pointed her to Christ and shared with 
the birthmother their testimony of how 
they went through trials in their life. 
The adoptive parents encouraged this 

precious young lady. The love of 
Christ was shown. She then knew this 
was the family for her baby.  This 
young lady loved her baby so much 
and wanted to give her baby the best 
she could give with all the sacrifice 
that comes with it. This couple met 
with the adoptive parents a few times 
before the birth, and Christ was 
shared each time. There was one 
meeting when I took my daughter, 
who is an EBG Volunteer, with me. 
She was able to meet the birthmother 
and the adoptive parents. The meeting 
lasted about three hours, and my 
daughter was so touched by how the 
conversations pointed to Christ. We all 
prayed for the adoption, the birth-
mother and birth-father.  When it was 
time for the baby to come, we all were 
in the hospital room. While she was 
starting contractions the adoptive father 
was finding music to play on his phone 
for the birthmother. I was dancing to the 
music and making people laugh. This 
was such a memorable time Then it 
was time to push, so the adoptive 
parents and I went to the waiting 
room. I was walking in the hall praying 
for the birthparents. Soon after the 
birthfather came running with a big 
smile on his face and looked at me 
saying, “Where are they?” (referring to 
the adoptive parents) I brought him to 
the waiting room. He looked at them 

and said, “The baby is beautiful! 
Come, and I will take you to see.” 
When we all went into the room, the 
birthmother was holding her baby with 
a glowing face and an abundant love 
for her baby. She looked at the adoptive 
mom and said, “Here, do you want to 
hold your baby?” She handed her gift 
of love over to her. Everyone had 
smiles on their faces.  The presence 
of the Lord was in that place. In this 
adoption the Lord was glorified. There 
was compassion shown. There was 
love shown. There were relationships 
that were made, and there was trust. I 
praise the Lord for this adoption. The 
relationship continues to grow with 
each other to this day. 
  

How can an adoptive family most 
minister to a birthmother?  Remember 
to always point them to Christ. To be 
humble and keep the birthparents in 
their lives by writing them and informing 
about the child that has been placed 
in their home. Pray for them. On visits, 
share their testimony and share the 
Gospel. 
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EBG’s Lending LibraryEBG’s Lending Library  

Featured Book: Birth Marks 
Transracial Adoption in a Contemporary America  

By: Sandra Patton 
 

“This superb study of transracial adoption in the 
United States addresses profoundly vexing and divi-
sive questions about the social, biological, cultural, 
and political meanings of identity. Displaying a rare 

blend of sociological wisdom, empathy, and eloquence, BirthMarks 
demonstrates how and why there can be no such thing as color-blind 

families or adoption policies so long as the color line remains an intrac-
table American dilemma. Anyone who care about the changing contours 

of families and race today should eagerly adopt this marvelous book.”   
Judith Stacey, author of In the Name of the Family 

. 
 
 

For information on how to borrow this book or other s from EBG,  
please call 386-615-9767 Office hours Mon-Fri 9am-5 pm 
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When I look at my son’s and 
daughter’s beautiful faces, I 
see the beautiful face of the 
mother who gave birth to them.  
I see a the love of two mothers: 
one mother who wanted a bet-
ter life for her child, better than 
they can offer and a mother 
who will raise this child with all 
the love her heart can handle.  
Birthmothers are deciding one 
of the most difficult decisions 
of their life and the child they 
are planning a future for.  Our 
gratitude for this gift has made 
us realize that they are more to 

us than just a birthmother, they are a new addition to our family.  As 
we love them this much.  No matter how much contact has been de-
cided they are always in my heart.  I think about the two beautiful 
birthmothers that changed our lives everyday.  They have had our 
love and respect right from the beginning, and there was no need to 
worry about them deciding us as the family for these babies as God's 
plan is perfect. Trusting in Him will always bring the greatest re-
sults.  Love your child's birthmother as they love the child they placed 
in your arms.   

�����������	
�	����
��
���	�����
����
	���	�������� ����
�����������
�	�����
�
�����
������	���������������� ���
�
	��������������
����������
���
�����
������

����� 

�
�	��

��
���
�
�����
�
�
�
�!������	���"#$����������	

�� �	
%�
�

&�����'!�()**������(+,��&�
�

-�
�	�����

�
�	�����
���
�
�����	�	

!������	�
��� �
��
!�
�����
�+�����

�!�

�
������
����
��	

�	�����	����

.����	������/	�
�!�0�����
�����.���
!�����������	�� �
�����
�
�	��������	���
���$�
�
�	
������
�!�������	 ��+
�	�������
��
�	�����
�����	�����
��	����
�����	�
�� ��

������	�����
!���
�

�1-2�����
�����3�������������� ���
�����456+67(+''7*�84),�

�

���������

�������
�9	�
������	�����
��

��
��
���� �
�
����
%�

 

���������	�����
���
��
������������
EBG Ormond received a very encouraging visit from Russ and Jill 
Amerling--National Publicity Coordinators from Choose Life. They 
stopped by to see our office and learn more about the work of  EBG.  
Russ and Jill were encouraged to see how Choose Life funds directly 

impact our agency, families and birthmothers.  
 

Russ and Jill also shared their exciting journey and how God led their path to help other states get 
the Choose Life plate. Please visit their website at www.flchoose-life.org to read more about their 
accomplishments.                               Picture of: Russ, Jill and EBG staff member Amber Marshall  
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                                      Is an adoption and 
home study agency created for the sole  

purpose of glorifying God. Our focus is to 
show compassion to the children who need 
homes and place them in a God-centered 
environment which values truth, life and 

family.  
 

Accountability : We believe that our  
relationships with adoptive parents,  

children, birthmothers, state, local and  
federal governments all need to be 
marked by honesty and integrity. 
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Embraced By Grace, Inc. is an adoption and home study agency dedicated to 
the glory of God, the proclamation of Christ, and the promotion of family through 
the adoption process. We seek to partner with biblical churches in order to 
cultivate awareness of the scriptural focus and need for adoption, assist families 
in need, and provide adoption services. We are devoted to the ministry of 
placing adoptable children into permanent godly, Christian homes. 

 

19 Adoption Orientation Seminar* 
24-26 Ligonier national conference 
27 EBG at Grace Baptist Church 
Cape Coral, FL 
28 Pastors luncheon, Ft. Myers, FL*  
*Must pre-register 

 

 

Learn to do good; seek justice,  
correct oppression; 

bring justice to the fatherless, 
   plead the widow’s cause     

  

  


